Thomas Heffron

EN304wi

24 Jan 2002

Reading Assignment

1. Near the beginning of Chapter One, Section V, Winston’s co-worker, Syme, talks proudly about how Newspeak would eventually “narrow the range of thought…[making] thoughtcrime literally impossible.” Is this possible in today’s society? Does the removal of words from everyday language stop members of society from having those thoughts?

2. Events in Winston Smith’s world such as two-minutes hate, public hangings as entertainment, and movies graphically depicting wartime killings are described in words that are common, clinical, and not very inflammatory. Yet, pretty women, perfume, the coral paperweight, and the act of sex are described as offensive – even using words that paint an unpleasant picture in the reader’s mind. Why does Orwell do this? Is he simply putting the reader in Winston’s state of mind? Is he showing the absurdity of the Ingsoc society? Could he be injecting his own opinions of an ideal society?

3. Knowing that his activities could get him definitely imprisoned, and probably killed, why does Winston continue to act and think “outrageously”?

